
Canadian Acoustical Association 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting  
Banff, Alberta 

 October 11, 2012 

Call to Order 
President Christian Giguère called the meeting 
to order at 5:02 p.m. with 32 members in 
attendance, and presented the Agenda for 
acceptance (Moved by R. Ramakrishnan, 
seconded by S. Dosso, carried.) 

Minutes of the previous Annual General 
Meeting held on October 13, 2011 in Quebec 
were approved as printed in the December 
2011 issue of Canadian Acoustics. (Moved by 
N. Ellaham, seconded by C. Wakefield, carried) 

President’s Report 
Christian Giguère briefly summarized his report 
to the Board meeting on October 9th. He 
emphasized that the society is in good standing 
financially, that membership is strong and that 
Journal operations are running smoothly. 
Annual conferences continue to be highly 
successful. Several initiatives of benefit to 
members are up coming, including online dues 
renewal and Journal (see below). 

Secretary’s Report 
Chantal Laroche provided an overview of 
membership and operational activities.  

• The total of 365 paid renewals and new 
memberships is up from last year, 
presumably due to reminders sent to 
members. 

• Jeremie Voix is developing a new system 
that would allow CAA to transition to online 
payments and database management for 
the next round of membership renewals (i.e. 
January 2013), if feasible. 
 

 (Acceptance of Secretary’s report moved by T. 
Kelsall, seconded by H. Forester, carried.) 

Treasurer’s Report 
Dalila Giusti presented an overview of her 
written report to the Board on CAA finances.  

CAA is in good financial standing, with total 
assets of $340 527 at fiscal year-end (before 
audit).   

In 2013, a small loss (3650$) is predicted due 
to the development of the online system.  To 
overcome this loss in revenue, Dalila proposed 
the following increases in membership dues:  

· Members: currently $80.00; proposed $90.00  

· Students: currently $35.00; proposed $40.00  

·Sustaining Subscribers: currently $350.00; 
proposed $400.00  

(Motion for the increase in membership rates 
moved by A. Behar, seconded by R. Racca:  
Unanimous) 

The Treasurer’s report was accepted. (Moved 
by R. Peppin, seconded by T. Kelsall, carried) 

Editor’s Report 

J. Voix presented the new online system for 
paper submission, membership renewal and 
paper consultation.   
The Editor-in-Chief, Ramani Ramakrishnan, is 
not seeking re-election after 14 years (56 
issues) of service.. The members warmly 
thanked Ramani for his leadership and 
dedication during all those years. 

Rich Peppin resigned as the advertising editor, 
with Clair Wakefield taking over this position.   

Lifetime membership and reduced rates for 
retired members were suggested and will be 
discussed at the next BoD. 

Award Coordinator’s Report 
Frank Russo presented a report summarizing 
decisions from all individual prize coordinators. 
Eligible applications were available for all 
awards and winners have been selected, 
except for the Directors’ awards (to be decided 
soon). Winners will be announced on October 
11th during the banquet, and in the upcoming 
issue of Canadian Acoustics. Two awards 
(500$ each) have been added for 2013:  
Psychological Acoustics and Architectural 
Acoustics.   



Hugues Nelisse will be replacing Frank as the 
new Awards coordinator. 

Past and Future Meetings 
2011 (Quebec): A final report for the conference 
has been received from conference chair C. 
Giguère, with the final transfer of funds.  The 
Board thanked the organizers for the high 
quality of the very successful meeting. 

2012 (Banff): Conference Chair Stan Dosso has 
reassembled the successful team from Victoria 
2010, with Roberto Racca as Technical Chair 
and a team of five others organizing the 
exhibition, Everything is in place for a very 
successful meeting. 

Subsequent meetings:  The 2013 CAA 
conference will be integrated into the 
International Congress on Acoustics (ICA) to be 
held in Montréal in June 2013.  Also, CAA will 
sponsor a satellite International Symposium on 
Room Acoustics (ISRA) in Toronto, in 
coordination with the ICA.  The 2014 meeting 
will be held in Winnipeg with Karen Turner as 
convenor. For 2015, different locations were 
discussed including Toronto, London, Guelph 
and Ottawa. 

Acoustical Standards Committee 
Tim Kelsall reported on the status of the CAA 
Acoustical Standards Committee, which met 
with the CSA standards committee on October 
10th.  A report will be printed in the December 
2012 issue of the journal.  Tim asked for 
volunteers to translate in French parts of the 
standards. 

Website 
Sean Pecknold advised that a major revision is 
still on hold until the new member database and 
registration system become available online.  
He also mentioned that minutes from the 
Acoustical Standards committee are now 
available on the website. 

Nominations and Election 
CAA corporate bylaws require that each year 
we elect the Executive and Directors.  The Past 

President, Stan Dosso, presented nominations 
and managed the election process.   

For the election process, Stan read the name of 
the nominee(s) and asked if there were other 
nominees from the floor.  

• Five of the eight current Directors (namely 
Roberto Racca, Kathy Pichora-Fuller, Sean 
Pecknold, Jérémie Voix, and Hugues 
Nelisse) were eligible for re-election and 
indicated their willingness to stand. 

• Tim Kelsall and Clair Wakefield have served 
the maximum term of 6 years and were 
therefore not eligible for re-election.  Frank 
Russo is stepping down as director since he 
is seeking election as Editor in chief. Stan 
identified Karen Turner, Bill Gastmeier and 
Bryan Gick as nominees for the final 
Director positions. 

• Three of the four Executives (Christian 
Giguère for President, Dalila Giusti for 
Treasurer, Chantal Laroche for Executive 
Secretary) were eligible for re-election and 
indicated their willingness to stand.  Ramani 
Ramakrishnan resigned as the Editor in 
chief. Frank Russo is nominated by the 
Board as Editor in chief. 

In each case, there were no other nominations 
from the floor, so these nominees were 
declared elected by acclamation. Tim, Ramani 
and Clair were thanked for their service. 

Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 6:06 p.m. (Moved by R. 
Peppin, seconded by D. Giusti, carried) 

 


