
Canadian Acoustical Association 
Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting  

5 October 2008 
Vancouver, BC 

Present: Christian Giguère (chair), David Quirt, Alberto Behar, Rich Peppin, Stan Dosso, 
Tim Kelsall, Ramani Ramakrishnan, Frank Russo, Jérémie Voix, Clair Wakefield 

Regrets: Vijay Parsa, Nicole Collison, Dalila Giusti 

The meeting was called to order at 4:35 p.m.  Minutes of the Board of Directors meeting of 26 
April 2008 were approved as published in Canadian Acoustics (June 2008 issue).  (Moved A. 
Behar, second R. Peppin, carried). 

 

President’s Report 
Christian Giguère reported that there have been 
no major problems in the affairs of the 
Association, in the sense that everything is 
proceeding normally.  He emphasized that the 
current priority is to update the website by 
adding online capabilities to support the 
Treasurer and Secretary.   

Secretary’s Report 
David Quirt reported that routine processes of 
the Association are proceeding with few 
problems.  With respect to routine CAA 
communications: 
� Forms for annual filing with Corporations 

Canada have been acknowledged.   
� Invoice from I-INCE and ICA received and 

transferred to Treasurer for payment. 

Secretarial operating costs for the fiscal year 
ended in August totaled  $1444 (~20% above 
last year), mainly for mailing costs and postal 
box rentals. A budget of $1500 is proposed for 
next fiscal year.  

Issues of Noise News International were mailed 
to 42 members who requested this option, and 
are now arriving from the publisher in the USA 
shortly after the cover date.  Cost of mailing 
was nearly double the amount collected from 
participating members. After brief discussion, it 
was decided to increase the fee from $5 to $10  

David reported that memberships have risen.  
Last year the total was 370 on 4 October, and 
this year’s paid-up total on that date is 407.  
Renewals are essentially unchanged from last 

year, but many new members were enrolled at the 
Montreal conference.  

Mailing list 
(26 Sept.)  

Canada USA Other Change 

Member 227 21 9 +20 
Student 73 1 5 +20 
Sustaining 39 3 1 – 2 
Direct  3 1 – – 1 
Indirect 11 8 4 –  
 Total = 407 +37 
 
As usual, this report prompted some discussion of 
possible changes in membership categories and 
promoting increased membership. The category of 
Direct Subscriber has dwindled, and it was 
confirmed that this option will be eliminated at the 
end of this year, before implementation of online 
processing.    It was agreed that accepting early 
renewal payment at the prevailing rate (e.g.- with 
conference registration or 2 years at once) is 
acceptable.  Rich has submitted a proposal for 
handling some new options such as Life Members.   
However, extended discussion of this issue was 
deferred to the next meeting. 

(Approval of report moved by A. Behar, seconded 
R. Ramakrishnan, carried) 

Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer, Dalila Giusti, submitted a report 
including a preliminary financial statement for the 
fiscal year. Most expenses were essentially as 
budgeted, except the journal ($3k under). It was 
noted that no student travel expenses were 



identified; Frank will consult with organizers and 
supervisors to check that no requests have 
been ignored.  The proposed budget for 2008-
2009 was also discussed, and several changes 
were agreed (increase the budget for office 
expenses from $1000 to $1500 and for BoD 
meeting expenses from $1200 to $1500) as 
well as the change noted under Awards.   

A change of financial year-end to 30 June was 
proposed, to permit completion of the annual 
audit before the fall meeting. Dalila will submit a 
request to Industry Canada, and Members will 
be notified of the proposed change by these 
minutes and by announcements at the AGM 
and in the December journal, in case it must be 
treated as a bylaw change. (Moved R. Peppin, 
second R. Ramakrishnan, carried) 

Dalila has proceeded with adjustment of CAA 
investments, as requested in April, to ensure 
more yield on capital funds. $225,705 is now 
invested in GIC’s; interest will almost cover the 
maximum $8950 per annum for prizes.  

The backlog of invoicing for advertising in 
Canadian Acoustics was nearly eliminated, but 
many payments are still outstanding.  Ramani 
agreed to coordinate the process.   

A fee increase at the October AGM was 
suggested (See AGM minutes).   

The Treasurer’s report was accepted. (Moved 
R. Ramakrishnan, seconded A. Behar, carried) 

Editor’s Report 
The Editor, Ramani Ramakrishnan, submitted a 
brief report on issues related to Canadian 
Acoustics. Some issues: 

� A special issue was published in March 
2008, which featured papers from a 
workshop. This large issue had high costs, 
but a financial contribution offset these. 

� The implementation of online publication of 
the journal has not advanced significantly.   

� There was extended discussion of 
revamping the News section of the journal, 
with less content on international 
conferences (identifying other sources for 
such lists would be adequate), but adding 
information about regulations, standards, 

technical news, and other related societies 
pertinent to Canadian acousticians.  

The Board made a unanimous vote of thanks to 
Ramani for his continuing contributions.  

CAA Conferences – Past, Present & Future  
2007 (Montreal): A final report has been received 
from Rama Bhat for the conference in Montreal, 
with the final $2500 transfer of funds.   

2008 (Vancouver): Murray Hodgson reported on 
budget and the final program details, which include 
3 plenary lectures, 115 papers in 3 parallel 
sessions, 23 exhibits on the 2nd day, and expected 
attendance of 178 registrants and 45 exhibitors.   

2009 (Niagara-on-the Lake): Organization of the 
conference is on schedule, with Moustafa Osman 
and Ramani Ramakrishanan leading the team. 
The meeting will be at the Pillar and Post Inn on 
October 14-16.  See the announcements in this 
and subsequent issues of Canadian Acoustics. 

Subsequent meetings:  Sites for later meetings 
were discussed.  Desirable options for 2010 
included Calgary and Québec, if teams can be 
established. 

Awards 
Frank Russo presented a report summarizing 
decisions by the coordinators for all CAA awards. 
There were applications for all awards except the 
Shaw Prize, and the winners have been selected. 
Winners were announced on 7 October at the 
banquet, and in this issue of Canadian Acoustics.  

Some changes to the awards were proposed: 

� Rules for the Shaw Prize were changed to 
permit students to take up their PDF at the 
same school as their Ph.D. (Moved S. Dosso, 
seconded A. Behar, carried) 

� For Canada-Wide Science Fair, offer award at 
senior level (Grade 11/12) at $2000 prize cost. 
(Moved F. Russo, second S. Dosso, carried) 

� It was decided to seek industry sponsors for 
Student Presentation Awards  
(Moved F. Russo, second R. Peppin, carried) 

For preparation of award certificates, Frank was 
requested permission to proceed with acquiring an 
embossing device; this was approved.  



CAA Website 
Christian led discussion on the CAA website.  
Geoff Morrison has resigned from Webmaster 
position.   

There was broad agreement that CAA should 
proceed with acquiring a complete website 
package. Several suppliers have website 
packages suitable for a small association; key 
features include online integration of 
membership list, event management system for 
conference administration, tools for website 
page development and credit card payment 
capabilities.  After discussion of costs and risks, 

the Board authorized funding of up to $7000 plus 
$2000/year to proceed with a system.  (Moved R. 
Peppin, second T. Kelsall, carried) 

Other Business 
Stan led the discussion on nominations for the 
election at the Annual General Meeting (See AGM 
minutes for details).  

Adjournment  
Meeting adjourned at 9:46 p.m.  (Moved 
R. Ramakrishnan, seconded F. Russo, carried) 
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